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the Chancellor, according to his affirmation during a com-
pletely sincere talk, was scarcely acquainted with it. He
had merely learned that the Turkish Government had in-
vited Germany to undertake the instruction of the Turkish
army, that this question had been touched upon by the
German Emperor in a private talk with Your Majesty in
Berlin last May, and that Your Majesty had made no ob-
jection in principle, in view of the fact German officers have
served as instructors in the Turkish army for more than
twenty years; but that afterwards the ultimate arrange-
ments for the organization of a Model Army Corps, under
German command in the capital of Turkey, had remained
wholly unknown to him and had followed the routine
through military departments of the Empire.
In repeated and entirely sincere talks, the Chancellor did
not hide from me how particularly painful to him was the
possibility of the thought that he* had participated in the
preparation of a project disagreeable to Russia, and that
he had not given a timely notification to our Minister of
Foreign Affairs.
"During my four years of office/' said Herr von Beth-
mann-HoIlweg, "in the relations between the two Empires
which are bound together by traditional ties of friendship
and confidence, I have made every effort to avoid every
occasion for the smallest misunderstanding, and my hon-
esty guarantees that I shall never lend my hand to an
act of disloyalty toward Russia." I have the impression
that he was wholly sincere, and I do not think I am mis-
taken in judgment in saying that the very idea of an army
corps at Constantinople under the command of German
officers was really not known to him until the last few
days just before my arrival, or even in part through my
own explanations.
[After admitting the reasonableness of the Germans
giving military instruction to the Turks and explaining
mildly Russia's objections to Germans exercising command
over troops in Constantinople, Kokovtsev summed up] with
& demand having the character of an alternative: either